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Approved Chemists (Criteria)
DEFINITION The AOCS Examination Board Approved Chemist is a chemist recognized as proficient in the use of AOCS
methodologies utilized in the Laboratory Proficiency Program. The chemist must participate in the Program
series in which approval is requested. Approval entitles the chemist to act as a referee for those analyses consistent with the Laboratory Proficiency Program series for which Approved Chemist status is granted.
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SCOPE

All chemists/technicians employed by independent and industrial laboratories (there must be no conflict of
interest when analyses are performed at industrial laboratories) may elect to pursue initial and continued
Approved Chemist status. Approval is granted for one year and the chemist/technician must both apply for
approval and demonstrate satisfactory performance on a yearly basis.

PROCEDURE
1. Application—
(a) Any chemist wishing to be considered for Approved Chemist status must first be able to demonstrate the ability to perform the required analyses. This includes:
—Having an existing facility in which to perform the appropriate analyses at the time of application.
—Having all apparatus and reagents required by AOCS methodology at the time of application.
—Being willing to allow members of the AOCS Examination Board (or designated representatives) to inspect
the laboratory facilities.
(b) Completion of the application form, check list, and submission of the application and administrative fees.1
—Application available at www.aocs.org/attain-lab-services/laboratory-proficiency-program.
—Applications must be received at AOCS Headquarters by the final date.
2. Categories of approval, required analyses and number of samples
		
Applicants may request approval in any of the Laboratory Proficiency Program series. The required analyses on each
sample in each series must be completed.
3. Criteria for approval—
(a) Successful completion of the proficiency series in which approval is sought is determined by meeting the following criteria:
—A score on an individual series must be less than 1.4.
—Absolutely no missing results for samples or required consistuents. If there are mitigating circumstances surrounding missing samples and results, it will be necessary to send a letter to the AOCS Examination Board
chairperson, indicating the circumstances so that special consideration may be given.
(b) The initial failure to meet the criteria will result in a probationary period of one year. If the problem is not
resolved during that year, approval will not be granted the following year.
4. Approval is granted only to the individual named in the application, who must also be the same individual who
participates in the Laboratory Proficiency Program series in which approval is requested. Approved Chemist status
is not transferable from one individual to another. Approval does not necessarily imply automatic transfer when
an Approved Chemist moves from one facility to another either within the same organization or with a new
organization.
5. Transfers—If the Approved Chemist transfers before the end of a certification period, the approved status changes
to approved on probation. In these cases, the AOCS Examination Board chairman must be notified, in writing,
regarding the following:
—Name and address of new location.
—Explanation of reason for change of location.
		
—That the new location has the necessary facilities, apparatus, and reagents to perform the analyses for which the
chemist is approved.
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If there are concerns about the new facility to which the Approved Chemist has transferred, it will be necessary for
members of the AOCS Examination Board (or designated representatives) to inspect the laboratory facilities before
continued approval can be granted.
6. Foreign approval—Individuals in foreign countries wanting to become Approved Chemists must comply with the
criteria outlined in this procedure. However, if circumstances warrant special consideration, the need for special
consideration will be determined by consensus of the AOCS Examination Board. Special consideration will be
given only by consensus of the AOCS Examination Board and only to the extent that the integrity of the Program
is not compromised.
7. Participant results will be made available by June 1 of each year. After June 1, those chemists on probation or disapproved may appeal to the AOCS Examination Board between June 1 and July 1, but no later than July 1. The
finalized listing of Approved Chemists will be made public by August 1.2
NOTES
1 The

application and administrative fees are subject to change at the discretion of the AOCS Examination Board.

2 Approved Chemist listings are published yearly in Inform magazine, the AOCS Directory, and on the AOCS home page
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(www.aocs.org).
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